Would you rebel ?
An inquiry among high-risk youth in eastern DRC 
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Why would an individual choose to take up arms and fight? More than two decades of research on civil strife has yielded only a handful of empirical analyses on the individual propensity to rebel. This paper studies the intention to rebel in a high-risk population of artisanal miners in a mining town in eastern DR Congo. The large majority of our respondents have been exposed to violent conflict in the past and some have participated in the activities of armed groups. We inquire about their intention to rebel at a time when their main income source is under threat because of the arrival of a large-scale mining company. We identify how their responses vary with selective material and non-material incentives, thus testing both the rational- and deprived- actor theory. In addition, our forward-looking question in a post-conflict setting allows us to verify to what extent past victimization and participation in warfare are associated with the intention to rebel.

